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The soldiers’ Lawyer

Keeping You Informed On Personal Legal Affairs
The Basics of Renters Insurance

      Insurance is a way of avoiding or shifting potentially catastrophic financial losses in the event of disaster or accident.  Soldiers living on-post too often believe that they do not need any additional property insurance, because “the JAG Claims Office will compensate them for property losses.”  This is not entirely true.  

     While federal claims statutes can compensate soldiers for personal property losses resulting from household goods shipments and on-post thefts, fires, vandalism, and other unusual occurrences, the law limits what the JAG Office can pay.  Renters Insurance is vital to fill in the gaps not covered by the law.

What If Your Computer Is Fried Due to a Power Surge?

      Renters Insurance typically covers losses to your personal property from a wide variety of perils, which may well be more coverage that the JAG Office can provide. For example, the JAG Claims Office may not be able to pay for losses due to power surges or lightening strikes.  Due to their frequency in this area during the monsoon season, the law expects soldiers to use surge protectors to protect delicate items.  Renters Insurance typically covers both power surges and lightening damages regardless of any actions a claimant does or does not take.

What Would You Have Done If Your Family Was Displaced by 

the Ryan Fire?

      Another common benefit of Renters Insurance is payment for additional living expenses should your home become inhabitable.  The recent Ryan Fire almost demonstrated the importance of this coverage.  If Fort Huachuca needed to be evacuated due to the fire, the JAG Claims Office could not have paid for additional living expenses incurred as a result of the evacuation.  Families would have paid out of pocket for the costs of food and possibly shelter.  Renters Insurance, however, typically covers costs such as these.

Replacement Value of Lost/Destroyed Property

      Renters Insurance can also pay you the Replacement Cost of lost or destroyed items, rather than their depreciated value.  As its name implies, Replacement Cost coverage will pay you what it actually costs to replace the lost or destroyed item.  Under the Claims statutes, however, the Army may only pay you the actual cash value of an item at the time of the loss.  Thus, a 4-year old computer that cost you $1,000 in 1998 may only result in a $600 payment from the Army.  Renters Insurance with the option for full Replacement Cost coverage ensures that you can replace the computer or other item that was lost or destroyed.  The bottom line of Renters Insurance is that you choose how much and what types of coverage are necessary, rather than relying solely on arbitrary limits set by law.

Man Bites Dog . . .  Dog Sues

      Finally, standard Renters Insurance includes liability protection.  If you are sued based on an accident in your home, you would be covered for all costs (including legal fees) up to your liability limit.  Private attorney’s fees can add up quickly; having Renters Insurance would cover these costs. 

Sometimes You Can Buy Peace of Mind

      All these benefits obviously cost some money.  The good news, however, is that Renters Insurance is relatively inexpensive compared to other types of insurance.  Usually for somewhere between $150 - $300, a family can purchase up to $35,000 coverage for property losses, and between $100,000 and $300,000 worth of liability protection.  The peace of mind that comes with being fully protected is priceless.
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This SOLDIERS’ LAWYER is distributed by the Fort Huachuca Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, Client Services Division, located in Building 51102.   Please call us for a Legal Assistance appointment at (520) 533-2009.  You can also visit us on the web at http://huachuca-www.army.mil/usag/sja/la.html for other helpful information on similar personal legal affairs topics.
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